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CONSERVING AND RESTORING AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
30 x 30 Initiative

ISSUE

BACKGROUND

The Biden administration’s preliminary report on their “Conserving and Restoring America the Beautiful” 
plan to conserve 30 percent of lands and waters in the United States by the year 2030.

In one of his first executive orders, President Biden instructed the U.S. Departments of Agriculture (USDA) 
and Interior (DOI) to conduct stakeholder outreach and develop a plan to conserve 30 percent of lands 
and waters by the year 2030. The executive order required DOI to submit a report with recommendations 
within 90 days. On May 6, the Biden Administration made public its report regarding the 30x30 initiative, 
renamed the effort “Conserving and Restoring America the Beautiful.” The report outlines first steps in 
the administration’s effort to conserve 30 percent of lands and waters by the year 2030.

The “Conserving and Restoring America the Beautiful” initiative calls for development of a 10-year 
conservation strategy that focuses on:

•	Pursuing a collaborative and inclusive approach to conservation – building on cooperative conservation 
models

•	Conserving America’s lands and waters for the benefit of all people – urban and rural focus
•	Supporting locally-led and locally designed conservation efforts collaborative conservation of fish and 

wildlife habitats and corridors.
•	Honoring Tribal sovereignty and supporting the priorities of Tribal nations
•	Pursuing conservation and restoration that creates jobs and supports healthy communities
•	Honoring private property rights and supporting voluntary stewardship of private landowners 
•	Using science as a guide
•	Building on existing tools and strategies with an emphasis on flexibility and adaptive approaches

Additional report recommendations include: 
•	Create more parks and outdoor spaces for nature-deprived communities
•	Support Tribally-led conservation and restoration
•	Expand collaborative conservation of fish and wildlife habitats and corridors
•	Increase access for outdoor recreation
•	Incentivize and reward voluntary conservation of farmers, ranchers, and forest 

owners
•	Create jobs by investing in restoration and resilience
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https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/report-conserving-and-restoring-america-the-beautiful-2021.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-on-tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad/


www.mtbeef.org420 N. California St. Helena, MT 59601 | (406) 442-3420

Text ‘beef’ to 855-965-4006 to keep up with the latest news! msg & data rates may apply.  

MSGA’S POSITION

MARCH 2022

The report also calls for the creation of an interagency working group. 

On January 4, 2022, the Administration released a draft conservation “Atlas”, which is intended to guide 
the way the Administration will catalog and quantify national conservation efforts. The debut of the draft 
Atlas follows publication of the America the Beautiful Interagency Working Group’s first annual report, 
released at the end of 2021.

MSGA stands firm on the protection of private property rights.

Initial meetings with Montana’s congressional offices, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), US Forest 
Service (USFS), US Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) have taken place to discuss the proposal and 
MSGA’s initial thoughts and concerns. In this ambitious proposal, and in order for the Administration to 
achieve success, they must have farmers and ranchers at the table. Cattle, and cattle producers, must 
be part of the solution as existing leaders in the American conservation model. MSGA continues to 
work through its national affiliates to have ongoing dialogue with USDA and DOI. We also continue to 
advocate that the interagency working group should include representation from private property owners 
and public land lessees.
 
We believe the Administration must recognize a baseline where good practices have already resulted in 
meaningful conservation: this proposal must not start from “zero”. In defining “conservation”, there must 
be an accounting for what is already done: conservation easements, utilization of federal conservation 
practices, adoption of the innovative approaches that support healthy ecosystems, and more. The 
administration should also take a broad view of conservation so that good practices are rewarded (by 
being counted) and are encouraged in the future – as part of this proposal, or during the normal course 
of daily activities. 
 
There are a wide variety of state and federal programs that target conservation initiatives that should 
also be accounted for and encouraged: wildlife habitat recovery, fuels treatments to improve forest and 
rangeland health, cooperative agreements that take a landscape-level view. 
 
Finally, there should be recognition that some conservation activities may have very little federal 

https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-28548.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/12/20/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-celebrates-expansion-of-locally-led-conservation-efforts-in-first-year-of-america-the-beautiful-initiative/
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interaction. Cattle producers make incredible investments on both private and public lands that are already 
considered conservation activities. These investments include one-time actions (easements, installation 
of water features, riparian support, invasive species treatments) but also ongoing practices that support 
biodiversity and landscape resilience (grazing management, prescribed fire, and more). These activities 
should be recognized and encouraged. 
 
MSGA recommends the Administration not use this proposal as a way to substantially expand the land 
and water that the federal government owns. The government already owns a significant portion of 
landscapes across the West, and further expansion would disincentivize involvement for many communities. 
With respect to private lands, the government should refrain from any infringement of property rights or 
ownership. Voluntary conservation should be encouraged. Grazing should be used as a tool to improve 
existing federal lands, rather than further federal acquisition.




